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MINUTES 

Tuesday, 1/15/19, Pierson School Library 

 

 
 

ATTENDANCE: 

 Sector Representatives: Rebecca Burnside, Parent and President 

     Nancy Lynott, Government 

Cheryl Rozzi, Government and Co-Vice President 

     Tanya Rulon-Miller, Parent and Co-Vice President 

     Patricia D’Angelo, Healthcare 

     Christina Little, Education 

     Eileen Moskowitz, Religious/Fraternal 

 Members:   none 

 Youth:    none 

Other:    Carissa Siry, CDTF, National Guard 

    Sean Cassidy, CDTF, National Guard 

     Paulette Orlando, TAC of Long Island 

Staff:    Danielle Laibowitz, Program Coordinator 

 

 

1. Marijuana Toolkits 

Rebecca opened the meeting by advising that the radio PSA was recorded Monday morning.  Danielle 

mailed out the fourth Marijuana Toolkit postcards today (6,457 of them).  There have been four messages 

left on the HUGS’ answering machine at 7am by a Sag Harbor constituent advising that marijuana has 

cured his brain tumor, alcohol and drugs are more harmful.  All present agreed that the Marijuana Toolkit 

postcards are helping to get important facts out to the public and suggest we should think about doing 

further Toolkit postcards for alcohol, social host law, parenting, and vaping.  Danielle has already added 

this to the budget.   

 

2. Vaping Action Plan 

It was explained that Dr. Dewey did a presentation to the Middle and High School students on vaping on 

December 4th.  On January 8th, the Vaping Committee met with the expert assistance of Carissa and Gabe, 

(thank you very much!) and developed a Vaping Action Plan.  Rebecca explained it and reviewed with all 

as Danielle passed out copies.  Tanya advised of her, Danielle and Rebecca’s meeting with Principal Jeff 

Nichols last week with regard to the school’s policy on vaping, which is treated like cigarettes in the 

official policy. For the first offense it is confiscated and for second offense the student is sent home. The 

punishment is discretionary and not spelled out in the official, written school policy. Mr. Nichols was 

adamant that he’s not going to meet the consequences that other local schools have in place of mandatory 

out of school suspension.  Paulette knows that other local schools have a much harsher policy for 

infractions. Mr. Nichols was advised that we have access to an apparatus courtesy of the National Guard, 

which can test the ingredients of the vape cartridges.  He said he will be in touch when he has several for 

testing, as he is very interested to know what the students are vaping.  He was not interested in talking 

about changing the school’s policy unless he finds that there are narcotics or other illicit drugs in the vape 

pens. 
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During the meeting, Mr. Nichols was asked what help SAFE in Sag Harbor could give to the school. Mr. 

Nichols’ suggestion was visuals around the school with hard facts about vaping.  This could be done by 

posters or on the constant rolling screens through-out the school.  An idea that came from the Vaping 

Committee was to have the school take a Quizette before the facts/posters begin and then another Quizette 

a couple weeks after to determine if the visuals had any effect on the students’ knowledge of vaping and 

its effect on their bodies.  PJ offered to give written information to local pediatrician’s offices. 

 

Paulette brought up a program that Suffolk County Department of Health Services is offering to schools 

to train interested students to become mentors and teachers of vaping hazards to the younger students 

(Danielle e-mailed it to the SAFE members on January 16th). 

 

Also discussed in the Vaping meeting was giving incentives for completing the Quizettes.  Perhaps pizza 

for the class that has the most improvement on the second Quizette. 

 

3. Social Host Law 

In the meeting with Principal Nichols, he expressed that his biggest concern is with Social Hosting and 

future legalization of marijuana.  When searching the students’ bags, he finds mostly vape pens, not 

marijuana. 

 

With regard to the PSA on the Social Host Law, Eileen advised that she’s waiting to get approvals from a 

couple kids at the school.  It was agreed that it should not be shown at the school, as the target audience is 

adults/parents, and to not put any pressure on the kids who acted.  Danielle would put it up on the SAFE 

in Sag Harbor’s Facebook page, posting it so that it would be un-shareable (if possible) and perhaps not 

be able to post comments, to avoid the “nay-sayers cesspool”.  Eileen will be reaching out to News12, all 

of the East End Regal theaters.  Nancy will speak with SeaTV and PJ has a connection at News12.  Other 

radio/TV stations are WVVH, which shows the Hampton Classic; LTV; NPR; and WPPB (Southampton). 

 

The plan is to air the PSA as soon as possible; then run it again especially before Prom, which right now 

will be either May 31st, June 7th or June 14th; and push it again before graduation. 

 

One of the fully edited versions of the video PSA was played on Danielle’s laptop for those present.  

 

4. Awareness Days  

Danielle passed out a list of Awareness Days and asked for suggestions and volunteers - what to do and 

who would help for each.  She touched on a couple: 

 

National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week, January 21-27th – if the school wants, we can put up 

questions on the screen.  Pierson is sending several kids to the Long Island Teen Institute on Shelter 

Island this weekend. Danielle will meet with them to see if they would be interested in being more 

involved. 

 

HarborFrost, February 23rd, since several people will be out of town and the low turnout last year, it was 

decided to not participate this year. 

 

National Alcohol Awareness Month is April, but specifically there is a National Alcohol Free 

Weekend. Carissa and Sean shared an experience of another coalition’s event. A restaurant showed a kid-

movie in their parking lot, serving food, but did not serve any alcohol for the evening, and they made 

really good money. Rebecca will speak with Tutto il giorno about an alcohol free, kid friendly event 

where the restaurant makes money and SAFE can help with promotion and planning.  SAFE cannot buy 
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food, but we can promote it and have give-aways.  Another suggestion is Lulu’s, but they are corporate, 

so may not be able to participate.  The manager of Lulu’s does have kids in school and last year they had 

a kids’ movie in the back while parents ate in the front, however, alcohol was served. SAFE could ask for 

a similar event but with no alcohol from 5-7 pm.  The thought was one venue on Friday night and the 

other on Saturday night, giving us an alcohol free weekend.  

 

National Prevention Week (May 12-18, 2019). Need to set up a committee and ideas for the week. 

 

Cultural Day is May 4 and 5 – Adas Israel is involved, there will be events at different venues, and the 

Library and other community organizations will be involved. SAFE could possibly tie this day together 

with National Prevention Week. 

 

Overdose Awareness Day, August 31st, last year we tied purple balloons, with a note attached explaining 

the purpose, outside storefronts (with their approval) and took all down at end of day.  As balloons are not 

environmentally friendly, another thought is to do what Syracuse does, change all of the street lights in 

the city to purple.  The school should be involved as well. 

 

National Wellness Week (9/16-22/2019) is the week after HarborFest (9/6-8/2019) – perhaps combine? 

 

Danielle stressed that we need to plan out the whole year.   

We should: 

- strive to have two Drug Take Back Days, and push to do it the same day as the DEA Take Back; 

- get SHPD to do another compliance check (the last was a year and a half ago) including vaping; 

- Sticker Shock and Red Ribbon Week were good and we’d like to do them again – Danielle will 

speak with Chief McGuire. 

 

5. Vaping Toolkit 

All agreed on preparing and sending out Vaping Toolkit Postcards.  We need help with clever tools to put 

“in” the toolkits.   

 

6. Evaluator’s Annual Report 

Danielle passed out a copy of Deacon’s Annual Evaluation Report for 2017-2018 which shows how 

SAFE in Sag Harbor is doing on all of our strategies; what’s going on; where we need to focus; how 

much money and time is left on the grant; and more.  The reporting year ended September 30, 2018.  

Please note that the first year and a half is not included in this Evaluation, and that this is our fourth year.  

 

7. Building Attendance 

The topic of building attendance was brought up again.  How can we get more people to attend 

our monthly meetings?  Some suggestions were:  everyone who comes to meetings must invite a 

friend; have a meet and greet at Buddhaberry or maybe Sag Town Coffee; put an ad in local 

newspapers; perhaps invite speakers on health, drugs, and/or alcohol and advertise.  The best 

way to get people involved is through events, like Sticker Shock, participation in planned 

activities, but they should also know that they don’t have to come every month, so there is no 

pressure.   
 

8. Sector Reps 
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Lottie is no longer in Sag Harbor, so there is an open Youth Serving Organization Sector Representative 

position.  Christina will ask the Library if they will send someone to fill that Sector.  

 

Upcoming Meetings 

i. Tuesday, February 26, 2019 

ii. Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

iii. Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

iv. Monday, May 20, 2019 

v. Tuesday, June 18, 2019 

 

 

. 

 

 

 
SEVEN STRATEGIES 

1. Providing Information 

2. Enhancing Skills 

3. Providing Support 

4. Enhancing Access/Reducing Barriers 

5. Changing Consequences (Incentives/disincentives) 

6. Physical Design 

7. Modifying/Changing Policies 


